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 WASHINGTON —William H. Webster,
director of the FBI fur the last nine years,
faces major challenges as he aseumes com.
mand of the ClA today.

In interviews, cUtrent and former top
officials in the U.S. intelligence communi-
ty sgreed that one of thuse challenges is
to rebuild the CIA's frayed ties to Con-
gress, which overscen the agency and muat
apErovo its budyget.

‘apital Hill hud a teaty relationahip
with Webster's gredacouuf, the free-
wheeling William J. Caicy, who often was
suspected of being less than forthright
with Congress. .

“Many of us tecl we were getting less
than the whule truth” from Casey, said
Rog. Henty ) Hydy (R.(L), unkln!:Ro-
publical off the House Inelligence Com.
mittee. He said & task early on for Web.
ster will be to “have us believe him when
he tells us something.”

Webster probably sensed the size of the
task ahead when he vaid st his ywearing-
in ceremony Tuesday that his confierna-
tiun hesrings had been a tough ucrim.
mage, but “I'm now ready for the main
svent.” .

Taking uver the post at & time when
Congress is inveatixating s posaible CIA
role tn flleg:ities in the lran-contra affair,
he sent & signal to luwmakars, the Kubﬂc.
and any would-be Oliver Northa when be
said the CIA would do its duty “with
fidelity to the Cuonatitutivn and the laws
of vur beloved countey, »o help us God.”

. who died May 8 of cancer, is
credivd with doing tnuch o rebuild the
ClA—winning larger budgets and in-
creases in personnel since the lata 1970s,
when the ageacy was smudged by scandal.
But he was faulted fur tunning such
covert operations us the mining of Nicars.
ua's harbors, his pussible tule in the
ran-contra mutter and CIA haadling of
defectors.

Some reporta have suggested substan.
tial CIA involvoment in yuestionable and
poseibly illegal effirts to aid the contras
at 8 time when Cungress had forbidden
such assistance. BBut Senato lutelligence
Commistee Chairman David L. id
in an Interview that"While there are isor
lated™ casen of individuuls being involved,
“there's hoen abwolutely no uvidence of
systematic. institutivnal involvement by
the CIA,”

A sanivr intelligence official said that,
bevides rextoring the cunfidence of Con-
press, Webwter must cope with & numbet
uf major. classiticd budgetaty und policy
issuen that have “loginmmed™ since the

- MAY 2 71987

.- g . e ‘
___ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000707040009-8

Big CIA challenge

Webster must mend ties to Congress

[tan-contra scandal erupted.

He sald Webster alao faces the task of
trying to restore the confidence of foreign
ovetnments that the United States can
esp secrets and "won't imprudently ex.

# our intelligence linen in public.”

his, he Acknowlodﬁd. requires curtailing

leaks from Capitol Hill, a tauk that could
tax Webater's talents.

Hyde, who has becn pushing for a
single, House-Senate intelligence commit-
tee 8) one way to reduce the numbee of
lawmakers and staffers famillar with se-
crets, said that while he faulted Casey for
trying to withhold infurmation from the
intelligence panels, Casey had teason to
ser loaks,

Hyde said that on more than one occa-
sion, highly sensitive information on for-
sign operations wes leaked to the press
within hours afler the House Intelligence
rml had bean briefed. *“The result was 8
orm of rnnoia. where he tried to gt
away with disclosing as little as possible,”
Hyde said. “He raised the mumble to an
art form.”

A former high intalligence official with
close ties to Webeter said the nsw CIA
boss can be expected to more tightly
define “where the line is between every.
day operations and cavert activities that
have to be reported to Congress.”

Despite rumors in recent months that
Webster would prove antagonistic to co-
vert operations, one intslligence official
discounted this, s i"‘,.‘- "Would a man
who ran Abscam (the FBI's famed sting
operation that targeted members of Con.
gress) cut back on covert action?”

The rumors were rooted in Webster's
friondship with former CIA Director
Stanafield Turner, who ousted hundreds
of CIA veterans and was widely perceived
within the sgency as unsympathetic to
covert operations. )

But a former CIA director who knows
Waebster said the new director is “pretty
independent,” and added, “My impres.
sion is, he won't mako-any facile judy
menta about the ageacy. He'll get g
quainted with it and make his mynjudg.
ments without being prejudiced hy
anvone alse’s views."

ames Nolan, directut ol the Stute Do
partment's Office of Foreign Misiions and
tuemer chiel of cuummnulli;_wm oper-
ations at the FB! under Wobster, de-
scribed Webster as n tough, demanding
bhoss with an shility=—honed in hin former
role an a federul judge--""to get to the core
of an issue very quickly.”

Nolap said Webster has a knack fur
assewning suhordinates’ sieengthe and mo.
tivating them to do their best. e predict.
ed that Wehster would not move ,m-cipl-
tously to replace senior ugency officuals.
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